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THERE WERE scenes of great
excitement at Killina NS last
week as the school raised its
first Green Flag as part of an
environmental awareness
programme.

For the past year students
at Killina have been busy
implementing their ‘Reuse
and Recycle’ motto as they
tidied up their act in the
classroom and schoolyard.
Everything from yoghurt
cartons to paper napkins
were recycled or reused and
the school also had a make
over with landscaping,
flowerbeds, wall murals and
a new play area. It’s all been
in the name of a cleaner and
greener environment and
parents, teachers and pupils
joined in the celebrations last
Friday afternoon as the first
Green Flag for Killina NS was
officially raised by local
parish priest Fr. Austin
McKeon.

Laura Gannon, Green
School coordinator at Killina
NS, praised the efforts of
students, parents and
teachers in making the Green
Flag status a reality.

“The children were so
willing and enthusiastic
about the programme. We
discussed ways of reducing
and recycling our waste and

it was very practical and
simple things like bringing a
reusable lunchbox or bottle
to school each day, washing
out yoghurt cartons to reuse,
avoiding tin foil and
composting paper napkins
for example. 

“We developed an organic
garden and compost bin at
the school and we sowed
flower beds and did some
landscaping. We also
recycled the ink cartridges at
the school for the Jack and Jill
Foundation,” said Ms
Gannon.

“The parents were
absolutely fantastic and the
amount of free time they put
into the project was
unbelievable. They did
everything from planting
flowers to building walls and
I would often come up here
on Saturdays and find
parents giving up their free
time,” said Ms Gannon. She
also paid tribute to former
teachers Mr Tunney and Ms
Flynn who had paved the
way for the Green Flag
initiative over the past
number of years.

School Principal, Aine
Carroll expressed thanks to
Fr McKeon, the Board of
Management, Mrs Carty and
Roscommon County Council
for all the help with the green
school programme. Ms
Carroll also highlighted the

new playground area in the
school, which had been
developed by the parents and
wider community  in Killina.

Fr Austin McKeon praised
everyone who was involved
in achieving a Green Flag for
Killina NS.  He said that the
green schools programme
was a very worthy initiative
which had been undertaken
by the Department of the
Environment.

“I also want to thank the
parents for their
phenomenal support as
there are not too many rural
schools  with the facilities
which Killina have and that’s
thanks to the support of
parents and the local
community. The play area is
a huge achievement and a
great addition to the school
which has saved the
Government thousands of
euro in these hard times,”
said Mr McKeon.

Also speaking at the Green
Flag ceremony was Suzanne
Dempsey, Environmental
Education Officer with Ros-
common County Council. Ms
Dempsey said that when a
school joined the green
schools programme they
could see how every action
had an impact on the
environment.

“The programme takes
environmental issues from
the curriculum and applies

them to the day-to day
running of the school. This in
turn helps pupils to recognise
the importance of
environmental issues in their
personal and home lives-
pupils then take this message
home, so the education
process continues,” said Ms
Dempsey. The Environmental
Officer noted that the school
had put in an enormous
amount of hard work with
recycling and compost bins
placed in each classroom and
a lot of work had been
undertaken on the physical
appearance of the school.

The school devised many
interesting and novel ways to
motivate pupils and all the
children had active roles in
the green schools program-
me. Lunch box inspectors
were appointed, the job of
washing yogurt pots was
assigned to pupils, litter
wardens were on rota and
pupils were in charge of the
recycling, compost and
landfill bin to make sure the
right items were placed in the
right bin.

Ms Dempsey noted that a
key component of the Green
Flag programme was the
involvement of the wider
community and she praised
the efforts of the parents in
the planting of trees,
flowerbeds and the building
of new courts.

Killina NS raises
its first Green Flag

Pictured are pupils from Killina NS at the raising of the school’s Green Flag. Pic. Andrew Fox

Fr. Austin McKeon and Jimmy Donoghue, Killina NS Green Flag
Committee Chairman pictured raising the Green Flag during a
ceremony at the school on Friday last.  Pic. Andrew Fox

Pictured were some of the musicians who entertained parents and
friends at the raising of the Green Flag at Killina NS on Friday
afternoon last: Roisín McCaffrey, Ruth Kelly and Jimmy Donoghue. 

Pic. Andrew Fox
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THE FORMER Methodist
Church in Roscommon town
recently reopened as a place
of worship after a gap of forty
years. Built for the Methodist
community in 1906, the
building passed on to the
Church of Ireland in the
1960s and for many years it
served as the Parochial Hall.
It has been used for many
purposes over the years and
has served as a credit union,
a boxing club and the
Roscommon Travellers
Development Group in most
recent times.

Now things have come full
circle and the building is
being used as a place of
worship once again. An
evangelical, bible preaching
church, the Grace
Community Church, started
using the building in April
and the 45-member
congregation now meets
there every Sunday. The
church will host an open
house this Saturday, June
21st.

When Rev Michael Walsh
and his family moved to
Roscommon from Ennis in
the summer of 2004 his
purpose was quite simple: he
wanted to preach the Gospel.

“The first time I drove into
Roscommon I noticed this

lovely church building
opposite the courthouse and
I thought it would be great to
see it being used as a church
again,” said Rev Walsh. By the
time Grace Community
Church was established in
January 2005, the building
was already occupied so the
congregation met in the
Abbey Hotel. Rev Walsh,
however, kept his eye on the
old Methodist Church and
when the building came up
for lease once again, he
grasped his opportunity. In
April of this year, Grace
Community Church started
using the building.

‘everything we
teach and 
do comes from
the Bible’

-Rev Michael Walsh

Originally from Chicago,
USA, Rev Walsh was born to
Irish parents with his mother
hailing from Connemara and
his father steeped in Kerry
roots. He has been in Ireland
for the past 18 years, having
served for 11 years as a
Reverend with the Grace
Community Church in Ennis,
County Clare. When the
church in Ennis was firmly
established, Rev Walsh set his
sights on a new location and
he saw Roscommon as one of
the biggest towns in the West
of Ireland without a bible
preaching church. Rev Walsh
and his wife Amy and their
four children now live in the
Portrun area. The church has
grown from modest
beginnings with a small
number of people meeting in
Rev Walsh’s sitting room to a

permanent home in the
former Methodist Church
with 45 members.

Rev Walsh explained that
the Grace Community
Church was probably closest
to the Baptist Church. The
church is non-denominat-
ional but enjoys a close
relationship with many other
Christian churches.

“Grace Community
Church is built on the
foundation of the Word of
God. Everything we teach
and do comes from the Bible.
The Gospel message we
proclaim is very much the
same as what John Wesley
proclaimed when he started
the Methodist Church.

“We hope our church will
be a blessing to Roscommon.
We plan on opening a small
Christian bookshop in the
building and to offer courses
on issues the community is
facing like depression and
parenting. Above all else we
want to faithfully and
accurately proclaim the
Gospel of Jesus Christ,” said
Rev Walsh.

The 45-member congre-
gation is made up of different
nationalities including
English, African, Indian and
American who are resident in
Roscommon town and
county.

“We’re not trying to steal
people from other churches,
that’s not what we’re about.
People can come along and
find out about us and see
how we have grown,” said
Rev Walsh. 

He finds the Bible an
extremely practical and
helpful tool for everyday life.
“The Bible is so practical, it
has helped me as a husband,
a father and a Reverend, it
makes a lot of sense. A lot of
Roman Catholics are not
used to opening up the
Bible,” said Rev Walsh.

Grace Community Church
holds a service every Sunday
at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.. The

church will host an open
house this Saturday, June
21st. The doors will open at
10 a.m. and light refresh-
ments will be served
throughout the day. A
programme of hymn singing
and thanksgiving will take
place at 7 p.m..

“There is a welcome on the
mat for everyone,” said Rev
Walsh. 

Grace Community Church finds
home in Roscommon town

Rev Michael Walsh who is heading up the Grace Community Church
in Roscommon town. Pic. Andrew Fox

The Grace Community Church with  a 45-member congregation meets  at the former Methodist Church
every Sunday. The church will host an open house this Saturday, June 21st.

The former Methodist Church in Roscommon town, which has recently reopened as a place of worship
after a gap of forty years. Pic. Andrew Fox

A CASTLEREA man was
found with cannabis in his
pocket when he was being
placed in a Garda cell after a
court hearing. 

Owen Maughan of
Ballindrimley, Castlerea was
before a recent sitting of
Castlerea District Court for
the possession of drugs at
Castlerea Garda Station on
November 2nd, 2007.
Maughan was also
summonsed for being drunk
in public at Springfield,
Castlerea on May 6th, 2008.
Judge Geoffrey Browne
imposed a fine of �250 for
the drugs offence while a fine
of �100 was imposed for the
public order offence.

The court heard that
Maughan was in court on a
different matter when he was

brought to the Garda Station
in Castlerea on November
2nd, 2007. As Maughan was
being placed in the cell,
Gardai found �10 worth of
cannabis in his pocket, the
court heard. Solicitor for
Maughan, Mr Alan Gannon
told the court that his client
had a bad record and he
noted it was “foolish in the
extreme” that he had
cannabis on him after
attending court. 

The public order incident
occurred on May 6th when
he “too much drink taken”
and he was found by Gardai
getting sick over his own wall
into the garden, the court
heard.

Judge Browne ruled as
outlined.

Found with cannabis
in Garda Station


